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May 4, 2018 
 
Subject: Proposed Woodridge Lake Sewer District Budget 2018/2019 
 
To All Woodridge Lake Sewer District Taxpayers: 
 
 
Recommendation: The Board recommends no change in the mil rate for the upcoming year 
beginning July 1, 2018, as the District operating, and project budgets are expected to be within 
reasonable levels as per the attachment.  The tax revenue at 4.30 mil rate will raise $1,124,577 ad 
valorem based on the assessed value of the grand list of $259,971,350.  The Board recommends 
a balanced budget of $1,176,477 consisting of Operating expenses of $823,347 and Transfer to 
Capital Reserves of $328,358. 
 
This recommendation also provides for $1,510,400 of capital funding to begin the construction 
of improvements to and extensions of the District’s wastewater treatment system to connect with 
the Torrington wastewater treatment facility.  
 
The Board is mindful that our treatment plant is 48 years old and well beyond its normal useful 
life, and that unexpected repairs are possible at any time. It remains the Board's judgment that 
until we have completed the project we should make every effort to minimize tax increases by 
the judicious use of preventative maintenance and cost-effective solutions to issues that arise 
during 2018/2019.     
 
 
2017/2018 Revenue and Expense Overview:  Our 2017/2018 budget provided that our 
assessment and other revenues were sufficient to pay for operating expenditures of $839,690 and 
for a transfer to our capital reserves of $202,924 for future capital projects.  Based on our current 
projections for this fiscal year, our operating expenses will be higher than budget primarily 
because of the extra legal expenses of $54,000 needed to defend our proposed sewer pipeline 
right of way over the objections of the Torrington Water Company, plus $28,000 of 
unanticipated repair expenses.  On the other hand, because the pipeline construction was not 
initiated, the construction loan was not drawn upon resulting in an offsetting reduction in interest 
payments of $38,000.  The net impact is a reduction in our projected transfer to capital reserves 
of about $41,000 to $162,000.   

 



The capital project budget ending June 30th, 2018 is projected to be under plan by more than 
$3,000,000 because the pipeline construction project was not initiated. Within this underspend, 
there was a total of $162,000 ($62,000 above budget) spent on redesigns of the pipeline system 
in support of our Torrington WPCA application. There were also unbudgeted capital projects; 
$88,000 on emergency pipe repair, $83,000 for a 150KVA standby generator, and $24,000 on a 
replacement pickup truck. 
 
We are projecting an ending Fund Balance of about $334,000 on June 30, 2018. We had planned 
a $400,000 Fund Balance, which included a $3,163,000 draw down of the construction loan.   
 
For more detailed financial information for 2017/2018, please review the enclosed material, 
which reflects the budget and forecasts for expenditures for the year ending June 30, 2018. 
 
 
2018/2019 Activities and Budget:  In the coming year, operating expenses are budgeted to be 
reduced by about $16,000 from last year’s budgeted levels due to a reduction in personnel and 
other costs partially offset by an increase in professional, legal, and accounting fees. No major 
upgrades to the existing plant are anticipated.  We will, of course, be performing necessary 
maintenance while in this "status quo" mode.  We are continuing our annual inspection and 
repair program to maintain the integrity of our collection system piping and related 
infrastructure.   
 
This plan anticipates that we will be able to put in place the necessary inter municipal agreement 
with the City of Torrington to begin construction of the pipeline to Torrington’s wastewater 
facility in the spring of 2019.      
 
For more detailed financial information for 2018/2019, please review the enclosed material, 
which reflects the plan for expenditures for the year ending June 30, 2019. 
 
 
Budget Meeting and Approval: The budget vote is scheduled for Saturday, May 26, 2018 at 
10:00 AM or immediately following the Woodridge Lake Property Owners’ Association Board 
meeting at Clubhouse, 260 East Hyerdale Drive, Goshen, Connecticut.  
 
Please plan to attend. 
 
WLSD Board 

 


